
          

            Iris De Brito 

Winner of Salsa-UK Lifetime Achievement Award 2006 

A 2 times UK Salsa Champion (99/03), performer and 
teacher in the UK and abroad.  

Trained at “ The London Studio Centre” and with the late 
William Louther Dance Theatre (one of the original members 
of the Alvin Ailey Company).  

Originally from Angola, a country in the south west of 
Africa.  Iris ’s mixed heritage and Cuban influences, along 
with years of hard work and training have contributed to her 
unique and elegant style of dancing and interpretation. Iris is 
an impressive and diverse Dancer/Singer/Choreographer.   

In the last few years Iris has dedicated her career to Latin dance and recently she has choreographed 
and directed “El Barrio” a theatre production with Song, Salsa and Live Percussion, which completely 
sold out.  

Film and other credits include:  
- Co-choreographer/Salsa Coach for "Strictly Dance Fever, BBC with 
Graham Norton"                                                                                               
- "Evita" -the film- with Madonna, choreographed by Vincent Patterson  
- Piccadilly Jim -film, choreographed by Litza Bixler  
- Kylie Minogue "Chocolate" video choreographed by Michael Rooney  
- Rachel Stevens "Some girls" video  
- Robin Williams - "An audience with.."                                                                                        
- Enrique Iglesias - "TOP" - "CD-UK"                                                                                           
- "GMTV" - "The Des O'Connor show"                                                                                          
- "The Mobo Awards" - with Jay Z                                                             
- Cher "I Believe" video                         
- Kiss FM awards & Video with Roll Deep "Shake a leg"                                               
- Choreographed for Arts & Business awards (05/06)                
- Choreographed/Directed "El Barrio-the real salsa musical" www.elbarriothemusical.com                  
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PRINCESS AZIZA (Elisa) 

 
Princess Aziza lives and works in Switzerland.�
�
She has studied and taught Belly Dance for over 2 decades all over 
the world.  
Princess Aziza has travelled over 8 times to Egypt, Turkey and 
Morocco to study different dance styles music and culture of 
Arabs. 
 
Graduated with Belly Dance studies in the U.S 
Armed with a teacher’s degree, for over a decade, taught Belly 
Dance in the U.S., South America and Europe 
 
She has performed at: 
Badrutt’s Palace Hotel - Zurich 
Dolder Hotel - Zurich 
 
Global performances at: 
New York, Miami, Buenos Aires and Cairo, 

Mena House Hotel – The Pyramids - Egypt 
 
Princess Aziza has been interviewed and performed on several T.V. Shows 
In the press she has talked about the meaning of Belly Dance for women in Europe. 
 
 

 
 
Noel Fernandes 

 
 Noel Fernandes, originally from Goa ( India ), has lived most of his 
life abroad. From a very young age Noel has always had a fierce 
interest for music and dancing. Salsa caught his attention for the first 
time in 1988, when he saw the movie "SALSA", which, along with its 
soundtrack (Margarita), created a burning desire in him to learn this 
passionate Latin dance. Yet Noel only started dancing Salsa (LA 
Style) in 2003, when he moved to Dubai - UAE. He has acquired his 
technique and skills from two of the best instructors in the Middle 
East , James and Alex. Dancers such as Super Mario, AL "Liquid 
Silver" Espinoza and Salsa Brava have also added to his inspiration. 
Two years ago Noel and his partner Esmeralda were placed 3rd in the 
UAE Bacardi Congress Salsa Championships. 
 
Noel lives by the quote, “Great dancers are not great only because 
of their technique; they are great because of their passion. So 
when you dance……… Dance with PASSION” 
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                                        Kaytee Namgyal�

 
Kaytee is the Founder and President of Salsa India 
Dance Company (SIDC).  
 
In the earlier years he has trained as a Jazz and Hip 
Hop dancer. He got exposed to Salsa during a stay 
in Japan where he met a leading Salsa teacher from 
Los Angeles.  
 
After his return to India, he set up a small dancing 
school which has now grown into Salsa India Dance 
Company (SIDC), the biggest Salsa-only school in 
India. He has regular classes running in Delhi and 
Mumbai. 

 
Kaytee has studied with some of the best teachers of the world – Eddie Torres, Frankie Martinez, 
Edie-The Salsa Freak and Al Liquid Silver Espinoza, and is now a certified teacher by Salsa Brava, 
arguably the best dancing school in the world. He has had the opportunity to learn the Cuban, New 
York and L.A. styles of Salsa and see different other styles of Salsa and likes to merge all of it in his 
way of Dancing. "Different Music, Different Styles", says Kaytee.  
 
He performed at the opening of Brian Adams concerts in Mumbai 
and Bangalore last year with his dance partner Avan, and has 
hosted the most incredible Salsa events seen in India. Now known 
as the ‘Salsa Guru’ he has been in great demand all over the 
world, teaching at Salsa Congresses/events in Denver USA, China, 
Shanghai and Thailand. He has also been invited to teach in 
Vietnam, Hong Kong, Korea, Japan, Dubai and Taiwan. 
  
Kaytee works hard on his dancing and teaching skills. Besides his 
interest in Salsa, he also harbours an active interest in photography 
and is an excellent photographer. He is also the father of two 
wonderful dogs (Mambo and Junior). 
 
Most importantly for us is his support to everyone in India who is 
trying to help Salsa grow here. He has been a true friend and 
colleague since we met years ago when we were invited to open 
his main dance studio E-5 GK-2 in Delhi.  
 

 
 
 



 
 
 
Tony Ainsley 

 
Tony Ainsley of the ‘Red Hot Salsa Dance Company’ came to 
India in January 2000 to introduce Salsa and the Latin rhythms 
to Goa.  He has since been teaching classes, performing and 
DJing at all the best venues in Goa as well as all over India and 
Asia. Known around the world as “India’s Best” Latin DJ – 
“Salsa-Tony”. 
 
Tony, originally from the Caribbean is a very spiritual person. 
His whole life has been spent in the world of ‘Mind Body and 
Soul’. 
 
A Professional Dancer, trained at The Urdang Academy for 
Performing Arts, Covent Garden, London (where he studied 
Ballet, Contemporary, Jazz, Tap and Modern Dance), and 
former Fitness Instructor in London (Pineapple Studio’s; The 
Ark Gym; Urdang Academy of Performing Arts). 
 

Tony first experienced Salsa in Puerto Rico whilst dancing on board a cruise ship. When he returned 
to London he sought out the best Salsa Teachers around (Elder Sanchez and Xiomara Granados) where 
he mastered the Dance and worked with them as teacher and performer within their Dance Companies 
for many years.  
 
Holds qualifications for; Dance, Fitness, Reiki Healing and Chavutti 
Thirumal Indian Rope Massage, as well as being a member of the 
Association of Therapeutic Healers (ATH). 
 
Tony has a wealth of experience working with Sports personalities, 
and the rich and famous.  
 
He has worked on the London stage as well as appearing on film and 
on TV. He was the first Salsa Dance Teacher to gain accreditation 
from the United Kingdom Dance Alliance (UKA) and has since been 
admitted as a Licentiate by the Executive Council.  
 
Tony has worked with famous names in the dance world and had his 
own successful Dance Company in the UK running classes in and 
around London. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
Ashwin Mushran 
 

Ashwin Mushran, has been dancing Salsa since 1997 and has also 
been teaching it for the last six years. Popularly known as Ash in 
some Salsa circles, he first learnt the Cuban style in London and 
then moved on to Puerto Rican style which is what he currently 
teaches. Ash has taught all over the U.K and was based at Super 
Mario's Salsa club in London where he taught for 3 years. 
 
He has taught and performed at a number of Salsa congresses in 
the U.K and also won a string of competitions including the British 
Club Cubana competitions as well as being one of the runners up 
at the U.K salsa championships in 2001. Recently he represented 
India as an instructor at the Malaysian Salsa festival in 
Cherating. Ash has also appeared as a Dancer in the British film 
"Born Romantic".  
  
 An Actor by profession, 
Ashwin trained professionally at the 
DRAMA STUDIO LONDON. He has 

acted in over twenty five TV commercials in India and is currently a part 
of the ensemble cast on The Great Indian Comedy Show which is the 
Indian equivalent of Saturday night live. He is also currently shooting for 
some movies as well and tries to fit in as much Salsa as he possibly can. 
You can catch him in ""Lage Raho Munna Bhai as well as look out for his 
future releases such as " I SEE YOU, EK CHAALIS KI LAST LOCAL, 
KUDIYON KA HAI ZAMANA, METRO and BREAKING NEWS".  
 
Ashwin came back to India in 2003 and has been teaching the cross body 
style of salsa on and off ever since. While initially teaching on his own, he 
now associates himself with one of India's top Salsa schools, SALSA 
INDIA. His main aim is to make salsa accessible to everyone and to make 
it fun. Ash says, “if  I can do it [Salsa], anyone can". 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
Anup Thomas 
 

Anup Thomas of Mezclao Dance Company in 
Bangalore, started dancing Salsa as a hobby 
which quickly turned into his passion. He trained 
with some of the best known names in the Salsa 
World:  
-Eddie Torrez & Maria Torrez of (NY)  
-Juan Calderon & Christina Piedra of Cultural 
Explosion (NJ).  
-Super Mario of (UK)  
-Mario B, Ishmael Otero, Jay & Candy 
 
Anup has performed with Cultural Explosion at 
many Salsa Congresses. New York, New Jersey 

Miami, LA, Chicago, Philadelphia, Denver, Puerto Rico (USA); Toronto, Montreal, Vancouver 
(Canada); Torino (Italy); London (UK); Barcelona (Spain) 
 
He won the Bachatta open competition held in Torino, Italy 2001 and has competed in other 
competitions around the world. 
 
Anup runs regular Salsa Classes at various venues in Bangalore and has taught all over India, Asia 
and the USA. 
 
He shares our ambition to ensure Salsa is danced right across India and he is certainly contributing to 
the growth of Latin culture in India. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Maria Haage 
 

Maria  teaches Salsa in Sweden. She has offered to come to teach the 
intermediate/advanced students during our Bonus Week.  
 
She started to dance Salsa in 2000. From the first step, she became 
hooked on Salsa and has danced ever since. Her style is LA-style but 
she also dances Cuban style.  
 
Maria  has been working at Impulse Dance Company in Sweden for 2 
years teaching regular Salsa Classes (LA-style).  
She also teaches classes just for ladies with a lot of styling and cool 
footwork. 
 
Maria  has also had experience dancing various ballroom dances such 
as Waltz, Quickstep, Slow Fox and Tango along with the other Latin 

dances, Cha-Cha, Rumba, Samba and Jive. Recently she has taken classes 
in Belly Dance and Contemporary Dance. 
 
Continually striving to improve her dancing and teaching skills, Maria  has 
studied with many famous dancers like Alex DaSilva, Manuel Mascarel, 
Susana Montero, Edie the Salsa Freak, Al “Liquid Silver” Espinoza, Eric 
Freeman and Reynold Prieto (Cuba). 
 
Every weekend she is dancing at Salsa Clubs in Sweden or Denmark or 
wherever she happens to be in the world. 
 
The most important thing in Salsa for Maria is to have fun! 
 
 
 
 
 
And more to follow…. 
 

Andrea Koelher 
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